
1. DECLINING EARNINGS
Rhode Island is the only state in New England
to see its median wage decline from 2000-
2006. (Chart 7)  While Rhode Island’s medi-
an wage has been consistently higher than
the national median, it lags Connecticut and
Massachusetts by approximately $2.00 an
hour. In New England, only the rural and
relatively low-cost states of Maine and
Vermont have lower median wages. (Table 4)  

Recent Census data also show that median
household income declined by 2% between
2005 and 2006, the second largest drop in the
country.

2. DECLINING HEALTH BENEFITS
Throughout the United States employment-
based health insurance has declined steadily over
nearly three decades. Rhode Island has been no
exception to this national trend. According to
a report issued by the Office of the Health
Insurance Commissioner, from 2000 to 2005,
the percentage of Rhode Islander’s with em-
ployer-provided health coverage fell from
77.7% to 67.6% and the percentage of Rhode
Islanders without health insurance rose from
6.9% to 13.3%, so that there are now 119,157
state residents under age 65 without health
coverage. Virtually all the newly uninsured (92%)
earned less than 300% of the federal poverty
line and 32% of the uninsured are eligible but
not enrolled in RIte Care, the state’s subsidized
Medicaid Managed Care Program.6
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Chart 7. Rhode Island median wage declines, 2000-2006

Source: Economic Policy Institute analysis of Current Population Survey data; ** Using CPI-U-RS.

2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2000-2006

UNITED STATES $14.33 $14.63 $14.75 $14.93 $14.93 $14.75 $14.81 3.35%

NEW ENGLAND $16.14 $16.41 $16.77 $16.95 $16.80 $16.44 $16.70 3.47%

MAINE $12.94 $13.56 $14.13 $13.60 $13.59 $13.59 $13.94 7.73%

NEW HAMPSHIRE $15.38 $15.71 $15.92 $16.48 $16.54 $16.45 $16.61 8.00%

VERMONT $13.69 $14.18 $14.17 $14.93 $14.72 $14.59 $14.95 9.20%

MASSACHUSETTS $16.49 $16.79 $17.04 $17.76 $17.49 $16.89 $17.24 4.55%

RHODE ISLAND $15.39 $15.04 $15.60 $15.45 $15.35 $15.37 $15.29 -0.65%

CONNECTICUT $17.54 $18.36 $18.25 $18.68 $18.50 $17.82 $17.75 1.20%

Source: Economic Policy Institute analysis of Current Population Survey data; ** Using CPI-U-RS.
*1= lowest un-insurance

Percent in Percent in Rank among
Rhode Island US 50 states*

ALL PERSONS 
WITHOUT 10.1% 15.3% 7TH

HEALTH COVERAGE

CHILDREN UNDER 18
WITHOUT HEALTH 6.3% 11.0% 8TH

COVERAGE

Table 4. Rhode Island only state in New England to experience decline in median wage, 2000-2006

Table 5. Rhode Islanders without health coverage,
two year average 2004-2006

The Current Population Survey‘s two year aver-
age 2004-2006 finds that just over 10 percent of
all Rhode Islanders were uninsured and 6.3 per-
cent of children under age 18 had no insurance.
(Table 5).




